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The liturgy is in the front of the ELW with numbers at the bottom of the pages. 
The hymns begin in the middle of the ELW with numbers at the top of the pages. 

PRELUDE 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and 
every season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.  
C: Amen.  

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our 
neighbors. 

P: Merciful God, 

C: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our 
community. We have squandered your blessings. We have 
hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and 
grant us your mercy. 

P: Righteous God, 
C: we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless 
grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed 
and forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen.  

HYMN #681 “WE PLOW THE FIELDS AND SCATTER” 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  





 KYRIE 

 Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 

 CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you.      
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. (concluding…our Savior and Lord.) 
C: Amen 

READINGS 
L: The Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 



GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

YOUTH SERMON – REV. LEAH HOLLOWAY-NILSEN 

SERMON – REV. LEAH HOLLOWAY-NILSEN 

HYMN #693 “COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME” 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED 
P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer 

our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
(Each petition ends: P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.) 



P: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in 
the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. (concluding…our Savior and Lord.) 
C: Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right…and join their unending hymn: 
C:     ♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 



  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 



Holy Communion is celebrated today. 
All who are baptized into Christ Jesus are invited to receive Holy Communion 

Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available. 
♫ O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 

COMMUNION HYMN #786 “O HOLY SPIRIT, ENTER IN” 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.  
C: Amen 

POST COMMUNION HYMN 
♫ Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. (concluding…Jesus Christ our Lord.) 
C: Amen. 

BLESSING 
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 
C: Amen. 

HYMN #631 “LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING” 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Share the harvest.  
C: Thanks be to God! 

RINGING OF THE BELL / POSTLUDE 





Pastor: Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen 
Organist: Jason Bousselot or Linda Whitman 
Acolyte: Eva and Rachel Burke 
Lector: Eva Burke 
Communion Assistant: Brian Bousselot 
Usher: Shane Glover 
Cleaners: Dan and Cindy Burke 

Contact Information: 

This Week At A Glance 

Those to keep in prayer: the homebound: Carol Christensen, 
Shirley Ferguson, Ron Gasper, Delores Lahann, Myrna Kay 
Petersen, Rusty Porth, Betty Schau, Bus Seastrand and Vera St. 
John; and those serving in the military: Nick Timmerman. 

Volunteers will be in the church office at Faith Monday through  Friday 
from 9:00 - noon. Phone: 563-246-2622. 

Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen

Cell Phone: (262) 914-9392

Email: pastorleahhollnil@gmail.com

Church Office

Phone: (563) 246-2622

Email: clparish@fbcom.net

Website: www.clparish.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/clparish1861

Sunday 8:00 am 
9:30 am

Our Savior’s Worship Service 
Faith Worship Service - outdoors
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The Act of an Enemy 

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 Jesus put forward another parable. "The 
Kingdom of Heaven," he said to them, "is like what happened when 
a man sowed good seed in his field. When men slept, his enemy 
came and sowed darnel in the middle of the corn, and went away. 
When the green grain grew, and when it began to produce its crop, 
then the darnel appeared. The servants of the master of the house 
came to him and said, 'Sir, did we not sow good seed in your field? 
From where, then, did it get the darnel?' 'An enemy has done this,' 
he said to them. The servants said to him, 'Do you wish us to go 
and collect the darnel?' But he said, 'No; for if you gather the 
darnel the danger is that you may root up the corn at the same 
time. Let them both grow together until the harvest time; and at the 
time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather the 
darnel and bind them into bundles for burning. But gather the corn 
into my storehouse."'" 

When he had sent the crowds away, he went into the house. His 
disciples came to him. "Explain to us," they said, "The parable of 
the darnel in the field." He answered: "He who sows the good seed 
is the Son of Man. The field is the world. The good seed stands for 
the sons of the Kingdom; the darnel is the sons of the evil one. The 
enemy who sowed it is the devil. The harvest is the end of this age; 
the reapers are the angels. Just as the darnel is gathered and 
burned with fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The Son of 
Man will send his angels, and they will gather all the stumbling-
blocks, and all those who act lawlessly, out of the Kingdom, and 
will cast them into the furnace of fire; and weeping and gnashing 
of teeth will be there. Then the righteous will shine as the sun in 
the Kingdom of their Father. Who has ears let him hear." 

The pictures in this parable would be clear and familiar to a 
Palestinian audience. Tares were one of the curses against which a 
farmer had to labour. They were a weed called bearded darnel 
(Lolium Temulentum). In their early stages the tares so closely 
resembled the wheat that it was impossible to distinguish the one 



from the other. When both had headed out it was easy to 
distinguish them; but by that time their roots were so intertwined 
that the tares could not be weeded out without tearing the wheat 
out with them. 

Thomson in The Land and the Book tells how he saw the tares in 
the Wady Hamam: "The grain is just in the proper stale of 
development to illustrate the parable. In those parts where the grain 
has headed out, the tares have done the same, and there a child 
cannot mistake them for wheat or barley; but when both are less 
developed, the closest scrutiny will often fail to detect them. I 
cannot do it at all with any confidence. Even the farmers, who in 
this country generally weed their fields, do not attempt to separate 
the one from the other. They would not only mistake good grain 
for them, but very commonly the roots of the two are so 
intertwined that it is impossible to separate them without plucking 
up both. Both, therefore, must be left to grow together until the 
time of harvest." 

The tares and the wheat are so like each other that the Jews called 
the tares bastard wheat. The Hebrew for tares is zunim, whence 
comes the Greek zizanion; zunim is said to be connected with the 
word zanah, which means to commit fornication; and the popular 
story is that the tares took their origin in the time of wickedness 
which preceded the flood, for at that time the whole creation, men, 
animals and plants, all went astray, and committed fornication and 
brought forth contrary to nature. In their early stages the wheat and 
the tares so closely resembled each other that the popular idea was 
that the tares were a kind of wheat which had gone wrong. 

The wheat and tares could not be safely separated when both were 
growing, but in the end they had to be separated, because the grain 
of the bearded darnel is slightly poisonous. It causes dizziness and 
sickness and is narcotic in its effects, and even a small amount has 
a bitter and unpleasant taste. In the end it was usually separated by 
hand. Levison describes the process: "Women have to be hired to 
pick the darnel grain out of the seed which is to be milled.... As a 
rule the separation of the darnel from the wheat is done after the 



threshing. By spreading the grain out on a large tray which is set 
before the women, they are able to pick out the darnel, which is a 
seed similar in shape and size to wheat, but slate-grey in colour." 

So then the darnel in its early stages was indistinguishable from the 
wheat, but in the end it had to be laboriously separated from it, or 
the consequences were serious. 

The picture of a man deliberately sowing darnel in someone else's 
field is by no means only imagination. That was actually 
sometimes done. To this day in India one of the direst threats 
which a man can make to his enemy is "I will sow bad seed in your 
field." And in codified Roman law this crime is forbidden and its 
punishment laid down. 

The whole series of pictures within this parable was familiar to the 
people of Galilee who heard it for the first time. 

The Time For Judgment 

It may well be said that in its lessons this is one of the most 
practical parables Jesus ever told. 

(i) It teaches us that there is always a hostile power in the world, 
seeking and waiting to destroy the good seed. Our experience is 
that both kinds of influence act upon our lives, the influence which 
helps the seed of the word to flourish and to grow, and the 
influence which seeks to destroy the good seed before it can 
produce fruit at all. The lesson is that we must be for ever on our 
guard. 

(ii) It teaches us how hard it is to distinguish between those who 
are in the Kingdom and those who are not. A man may appear to be 
good and may in fact be bad; and a man may appear to be bad and 
may yet be good. We are much too quick to classify people and 
label them good or bad without knowing all the facts. 

(iii) It teaches us not to be so quick with our judgments. If the 
reapers had had their way, they would have tried to tear out the 
darnel and they would have torn out the wheat as well. Judgment 
had to wait until the harvest came. A man in the end will be judged, 
not by any single act or stage in his life, but by his whole life. 



Judgment cannot come until the end. A man may make a great 
mistake, and then redeem himself and, by the grace of God, atone 
for it by making the rest of life a lovely thing. A man may live an 
honourable life and then in the end wreck it all by a sudden 
collapse into sin. No one who sees only part of a thing can judge 
the whole; and no one who knows only part of a man's life can 
judge the whole man. 

(iv) It teaches us that judgment does come in the end. Judgment is 
not hasty, but judgment comes. It may be that, humanly speaking, 
in this life the sinner seems to escape the consequences, but there 
is a life to come. It may be that, humanly speaking, goodness never 
seems to enter into its reward, but there is a new world to redress 
the balance of the old. 

(v) It teaches us that the only person with the right to judge is God. 
It is God alone who can discern the good and the bad; it is God 
alone who sees all of a man and all of his life. It is God alone who 
can judge. 

So, then, ultimately this parable is two things--it is a warning not to 
judge people at all, and it is a warning that in the end there comes 
the judgment of God. 
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