
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 

AFTER PENTECOST 
 

10 SEPTEMBER 2023 
 

 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA



SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING 10 
The liturgy is in the front of the ELW starting on page 203. 

The hymns begin in the middle of the ELW with numbers at the top of the pages. 
 

PRELUDE 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the 

cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

C: Amen.  
 

P: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sins. 
 

P: Steadfast and faithful God, 

C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow 

you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and 

suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of 

others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, 

forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and 

your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you 

and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on 

the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all 

understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, 

God is always making a new way for us. In Christ, you are already 

and always forgiven. 

C: Amen.  
 

HYMN #522 “AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE” 
 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  
 

  



KYRIE (PAGE 203) 
 

 Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (PAGE 204) 
 

 Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you.      

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray. (concluding…our Savior and Lord.) 

C: Amen 
 

READINGS 

L: The Word of the Lord.    

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (PAGE 205) 
 

 Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 

  



GOSPEL 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

YOUTH SERMON – REV. LEAH HOLLOWAY-NILSEN 
 

SERMON – REV. LEAH HOLLOWAY-NILSEN 
 

HYMN #445 “WASH, O GOD, OUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS” 
 

Holy Baptism 

PRESENTATION 

P: In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and 

death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by 

water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and 

made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with 

Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, 

and obedience to the will of God. 
 

Sponsors: We present Rowdy Lane Nerad to receive the sacrament 

of Holy Baptism. 
 

P: Kyle and Lauren, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace 

and love of God, do you desire to have Rowdy baptized into 

Christ? 

Parents’ Response: We do. 
 

P: As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, 

you are entrusted with gifts and responsibilities: 

to live with him among God’s faithful people, 

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, 

and the Ten Commandments, 

place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

so that he may learn to trust God 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 



P: Kyle and Lauren, do you promise to help your child grow in the 

Christian faith and life? 

Parents’ response: We do. 
 

P: Jordan, Meagan, Ben and Kelsey, do you promise to nurture 

Rowdy  in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s 

Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

Sponsors’ response:  We do. 
 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Rowdy and pray for 

him in his new life in Christ? 

C: We do. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 

confess the faith of the church.  
 

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C: We renounce them. 
 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 

God? 

C: We renounce them. 
 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from God? 

C: We renounce them. 
 

P: Do you believe in God, the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 



P: Do you believe in God, the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

P: The Lord be with you! 

C: And also with you! 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters 

of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the 

sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the 

river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us 

free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 

you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, 

that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be 

given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

BAPTISM 

P: Rowdy Lane, I baptize you in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and 

the Holy Spirit you give your sons and daughters new birth, 

cleanse them from sin and raise them to eternal life.  
 

P: Sustain Rowdy with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 

your presence, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



P: Rowdy Lane, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy 

Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

WELCOME 

Congregation Representative: Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven. 
 

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we 

share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing 

God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray 

for the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 
 

(Each petition ends: P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.) 
 

P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these 

and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made 

known through Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. (concluding…Jesus Christ, our Savior.) 

C: Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

  



PREFACE (PAGE 207) 

P: It is indeed right…and join their unending hymn: 

C:         ♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated today. 
All who are baptized into Christ Jesus are invited to receive Holy Communion 

Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available. 
 

♫ O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 
 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 
 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 
 

HYMN #462 “NOW WE JOIN IN CELEBRATION” 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 



POST COMMUNION HYMN 
 

♫ Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. (concluding…Jesus Christ our Lord.) 

C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

HYMN #543 “GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING” 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. God is at work in you.  

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

POSTLUDE  



Pastor: Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen 

Organist: Jason Bousselot or Linda Whitman 

Acolyte: David Burke 

Lector: Jason Bousselot 

Communion Assistant: Deb Detlefs 

Usher: Joe Morehead 

Cleaners: Shane and Amy Glover 

 

Contact Information: 
 

Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen 
Cell Phone:  (262) 914-9392  

Email:  pastorleahhollnil@gmail.com 

Church Office   

Phone:  (563) 246-2622 

Email:  clparish@fbcom.net 

Website:  www.clparish.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/clparish1861 

 

This Week At A Glance 
 

Wednesday 10:00 am 

6:00 pm 

6:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

Naomi Circle at Marsha Witte’s 

Confirmation students/parents at Faith 

ELCA Youth Gathering meeting Faith 

Education committee at Faith 

Thursday 6:00 pm 

6:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

Outreach committee at Faith 

Worship committee at Faith 

Council meetings at Faith 

Sunday 8:00 am 

9:25 am 

10:30 am 

Worship service at Faith 

Sunday School at Our Savior’s 

Worship service at Our Savior’s 

 

Those to keep in prayer: the homebound: Carol Christensen, 

Shirley Ferguson, Ron Gasper, Delores Lahann, Myrna Kay 

Petersen, Rusty Porth, Betty Schau, Bus Seastrand and Vera St. 

John; and those serving in the military: Nick Timmerman. 
 

Volunteers will be in the church office at Faith Tuesday, Thursday 

and Friday from 9:00 am – noon. 

 



This morning through Holy Baptism, Rowdy Lane Nerad, child of 

Kyle and Lauren Nerad, will be received into the family of God and 

the membership of Faith Lutheran Church. Rowdy’s sponsors are 

Jordan and Meagan Barker and Ben and Kelsey Havlovic.. 
 

The fall worship schedule will begin on Sunday, September 10
th

.  

8:00 am worship at Faith, 9:25 am Sunday School at Our Savior’s, 

10:30 am worship at Our Savior’s. 
 

The first day of Sunday School will be Sunday, September 10
th

 at 

Our Savior’s starting at 9:25 am. There are classes for all ages. 
 

Naomi Circle will meet Wednesday, September 13
th

 at 10:00 am at 

Marsha Witte’s home 
 

Confirmand/Parent meeting: September 13
th

 at Faith at 6:00 pm. 
 

2024 ELCA Youth Gathering meeting with parents on September 

13
th

 at Faith at 6:30 pm. 
 

Confirmation begins September 20
th

 at Faith at 6:00 pm. 
 

Bible Jam (open to all in 7
th 

– 12
th

 grade) begins September 20
th

 at 

Faith at 7:00 pm. 
 

Education committee will meet September 13
th

 at Faith at 7:00 

pm. 
 

Outreach committee (6:00 pm), Worship committee (6:30 pm) 

and Church Councils (7:00 pm) will meet on September 14
th

 at 

Faith. 
 

The noisy offering will be collected on, Sunday, September 17
th

. 
 

Pastor Leah will be having Communion Instruction Classes and 

acolyte training in October. Please see Pastor Leah if you are 

interested. An official date and time will be determined by what 

works best for those interested. Acolyte instruction is for 5th 

graders and anyone who would like a refresher. Communion 

instruction is recommended for 4th grade and up, but all ages 

(adults too!) are welcome.  



Personal Relationships 
 

Matthew 18:1-35 is a most important chapter for Christian Ethics, 

because it deals with those qualities which should characterize the 

personal relationships of the Christian. We shall be dealing in detail 

with these relationships as we study the chapter section by section; 

but before we do so, it will be well to look at the chapter as a 

whole. It singles out seven qualities which should mark the 

personal relationships of the Christian. 

 

(i) First and foremost, there is the quality of humility (Matthew 

18:1-4). Only the person who has the humility of the child is a 

citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven. Personal ambition, personal 

prestige, personal publicity, personal profit are motives which can 

find no place in the life of the Christian. The Christian is the man 

who forgets self in his devotion to Jesus Christ and in his service of 

his fellow-men. 

 

(ii) Second, there is the quality of responsibility (Matthew 18:5-7). 

The greatest of all sins is to teach another to sin, especially if that 

other should be a weaker, a younger, and a less-experienced 

brother. God's sternest judgment is reserved for those who put a 

stumbing-block in the way of others. The Christian is constantly 

aware that he is responsible for the effect of his life, his deeds, his 

words, his example on other people. 

 

(iii) There follows the quality of self-renunciation (Matthew 18:8-

10). The Christian is like an athlete for whom no training is too 

hard, if by it he may win the prize; he is like the student who will 

sacrifice pleasure and leisure to reach the crown. The Christian is 

ready surgically to excise from life everything which would keep 

him from rendering a perfect obedience to God. 

 

(iv) There is individual care (Matthew 18:11-14). The Christian 

realizes that God cares for him individually, and that he must 

reflect that individual care in his care for others. He never thinks in 

terms of crowds; he thinks in terms of persons. For God no man is 

unimportant and no one is lost in the crowd; for the Christian every 

man is important and is a child of God, who, if lost, must be found. 

https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2018:1-35%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2018:1-4%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2018:1-4%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2018:5-7%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2018:8-10%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2018:8-10%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2018:11-14%20&version=NIV


The individual care of the Christian is in fact the motive and the 

dynamic of evangelism. 

 

(v) There is the quality of discipline (Matthew 18:15-20). Christian 

kindness and Christian forgiveness do not mean that a man who is 

in error is to be allowed to do as he likes. Such a man must be 

guided and corrected and, if need be, disciplined back into the right 

way. But that discipline is always to be given in humble love and 

not in self-righteous condemnation. It is always to be given with the 

desire for reconciliation and never with the desire for vengeance. 

 

(vi) There is the quality of fellowship (Matthew 18:19-20). It might 

even be put that Christians are people who pray together. They are 

people who in fellowship seek the will of God, who in fellowship 

listen and worship together. Individualism is the reverse of 

Christianity. 

 

(vii) There is the spirit of forgiveness (Matthew 18:23-35); and the 

Christian's forgiveness of his fellow-men is founded on the fact that 

he himself is a forgiven man. He forgives others even as God, for 

Christ's sake, has forgiven him. 

 

The Power Of The Presence 
 

Matthew 18:19-20 "Again, I tell you, that if two of you agree upon 

earth upon any matter for which you are praying, you will receive 

it from my Father who is in Heaven. Where two or three are 

assembled together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." 

Here is one of these sayings of Jesus, whose meaning we need to 

probe or we will be left with heartbreak and great disappointment. 

Jesus says that, if two upon earth agree upon any matter for which 

they are praying, they will receive it from God. If that is to be 

taken literally, and without any qualification, it is manifestly 

untrue. Times without number two people have agreed to pray for 

the physical or the spiritual welfare of a loved one and their prayer 

has not, in the literal sense, been answered. Times without number 

God's people have agreed to pray for the conversion of their own 

land or the conversion of the heathen and the coming of the 

https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2018:15-20%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2018:19-20%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2018:23-35%20&version=NIV


Kingdom, and even yet that prayer is far from being fully 

answered. People agree to pray--and pray desperately--and do not 

receive that for which they pray. There is no point in refusing to 

face the facts of the situation, and nothing but harm can result from 

teaching people to expect what does not happen. But when we 

come to see what this saying means, there is a precious depth in it. 

 

(i) First and foremost, it means that prayer must never be selfish 

and that selfish prayer cannot find an answer. We are not meant to 

pray only for our own needs, thinking of nothing and no one but 

ourselves; we are meant to pray as members of a fellowship, in 

agreement, remembering that life and the world are not arranged 

for us as individuals but for the fellowship as a whole. It would 

often happen that, if our prayers were answered, the prayers of 

someone else would be disappointed. Often our prayers for our 

success would necessarily involve someone else's failure. Effective 

prayer must be the prayer of agreement, from which the element of 

selfish concentration on our own needs and desires has been quite 

cleansed away. 

 

(ii) When prayer is unselfish, it is always answered. But here as 

everywhere we must remember the basic law of prayer; that law is 

that in prayer we receive, not the answer which we desire, but the 

answer which God in his wisdom and his love knows to be best. 

Simply because we are human beings, with human hearts and fears 

and hopes and desires, most of our prayers are prayers for escape. 

We pray to be saved from some trial, some sorrow, some 

disappointment, some hurting and difficult situation. And always 

God's answer is the offer not of escape, but of victory. God does 

not give us escape from a human situation; he enables us to accept 

what we cannot understand; he enables us to endure what without 

him would be unendurable; he enables us to face what without him 

would be beyond all facing. The perfect example of all this is Jesus 

in Gethsemane. He prayed to be released from the dread situation 

which confronted him, he was not released from it; but he was 

given power to meet it, to endure it, and to conquer it. When we 

pray unselfishly, God sends his answer--but the answer is always 

his answer and not necessarily ours. 

 



(iii) Jesus goes on to say that where two or three are gathered in his 

name, he is there in the midst of them. The Jews themselves had a 

saying, "Where two sit and are occupied with the study of the Law, 

the glory of God is among them." We may take this great promise 

of Jesus into two spheres. 

 

(a) We may take it into the sphere of the Church. Jesus is just as 

much present in the little congregation as in the great mass 

meeting. He is just as much present at the Prayer Meeting or the 

Bible Study Circle with their handful of people as in the crowded 

arena. He is not the slave of numbers. He is there wherever faithful 

hearts meet, however few they may be, for he gives all of himself 

to each individual person. 

 

(b) We may take it into the sphere of the home. One of the earliest 

interpretations of this saying of Jesus was that the two or three are 

father, mother, and child, and that it means that Jesus is there, the 

unseen guest in every home. 

 

There are those who never give of their best except on the so-

called great occasion; but for Jesus Christ every occasion where 

even two or three are gathered in his name is a great occasion. 
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