TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA



SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING 10
The liturgy is in the front of the ELW starting on page 203.

The hymns begin in the middle of the ELW with numbers at the top of the pages.

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, in whose image we are
made, who claims us and calls us beloved.

C: Amen.

P: Holy One,
C: we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.

We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community.

Open our hearts to your coming,

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.

P: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens
the door to us. Through Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are
welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the
promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.

C: Amen.

HYMN #890 “MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE GLORY”

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

parable tells us that whatever talent we have, little or great, we
must lay it at the service of God.

(11) It tells us that the reward of work well done is still more work
to do. The two servants who had done well are not told to lean
back and rest on their oars because they have done well. They are
given greater tasks and greater responsibilities in the work of the
master.

(ii1) It tells us that the man who is punished is the man who will
not try. The man with the one talent did not lose his talent; he
simply did nothing with it. Even if he had adventured with it and
lost it, it would have been better than to do nothing at all. It is
always a temptation for the one talent man to say, "I have so small
a talent and I can do so little with it. It is not worth while to try, for
all the contribution I can make." The condemnation is for the man
who, having even one talent, will not try to use it, and will not risk
it for the common good.

(iv) It lays down a rule of life which is universally true. It tells us
that to him who has more will be given, and he who has not will
lose even what he has. The meaning is this. If a man has a talent
and exercises it, he is progressively able to do more with it. But, if
he has a talent and fails to exercise it, he will inevitably lose it. If
we have some proficiency at a game or an art, if we have some gift
for doing something, the more we exercise that proficiency and
that gift, the harder the work and the bigger the task we will be
able to tackle. Whereas, if we fail to use it, we lose it. That is
equally true of playing golf or playing the piano, or singing songs
or writing sermons, of carving wood or thinking out ideas. It is the
lesson of life that the only way to keep a gift is to use it in the
service of God and in the service of our fellow-men.
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taken away from him. And cast the useless servant into the outer
darkness. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth there.’”

Like the preceding one this parable had an immediate lesson for
those who heard it for the first time, and a whole series of
permanent lessons for us today. It is always known as the Parable
of the Talents; in our translation we have changed the talents into
modern currency. The talent was not a coin, it was a weight; and
therefore its value obviously depended on whether the coinage
involved was copper, gold or silver. The commonest metal
involved was silver; and the value of a talent of silver was about
240 British pounds. It is on that basis that we have made the
translations of the various sums.

There can be no doubt that originally in this parable the whole
attention is riveted on the useless servant. There can be little doubt
that he stands for the Scribes and the Pharisees, and for their
attitude to the Law and the truth of God. The useless servant buried
his talent in the ground, in order that he might hand it back to his
master exactly as it was. The "Whole aim of the Scribes and
Pharisees was to keep the Law exactly as it was. In their own
phrase, they sought "to build a fence around the Law." Any
change, any development, any alteration, anything new was to
them anathema. Their method involved the paralysis of religious
truth.

Like the man with the talent, they desired to keep things exactly as
they were--and it is for that that they are condemned. In this
parable Jesus tells us that there can be no religion without
adventure, and that God can find no use for the shut mind. But
there is much more in this parable than that.

(1) It tells us that God gives men differing gifts. One man received
five talents, another two, and another one. It is not a man's talent,
which matters; what matters is how he uses it. God never demands
from a man abilities which he has not got; but he does demand that
a man should use to the full the abilities which he does possess.
Men are not equal in talent; but men can be equal in effort. The

KYRIE [PAGE 203]

7 Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE [PAGE 204]

£ Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. (concluding...our Savior and Lord.)
C: Amen

READINGS
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION [PAGE 205]

£ Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25" chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

YOUTH SERMON — NOISY OFFERING
SERMON — REV. LEAH HOLLOWAY-NILSEN
HYMN #707 “LORD OF GLORY, YOU HAVE BOUGHT US”

CONFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for
the church, the world and all who are in need.

(Each petition ends: P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.)

P: We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting
in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

The Condemnation of the
Buried Talent

Matthew 25:14-30 “Even so, a man who was going abroad called
his servants, and handed over his belongings to them. To one he
gave a thousand pounds; to another five hundred pounds; to
another two hundred and fifty pounds, to each according to his
individual ability. So he went away. Straightway the man who had
received the thousand pounds went and worked with them, and
made another thousand pounds. In the same way the man who had
received the five hundred pounds made another five hundred
pounds of profit. But the man who had received the two hundred
and fifty pounds went away and dug up the earth, and hid his
master’s money. After a long time the master of those servants
came, and struck a reckoning with them. The one who had received
the thousand pounds came and brought another thousand pounds.
‘Sir,” he said, ‘you gave me a thousand pounds. Look! I have made
a profit of another thousand pounds.’ His master said to him, ‘Well
done! good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in a few
things; I will put you in charge over many things, enter into the joy
of your master.’ The one who had received the five hundred
pounds came and said, ‘Sir, you handed over to me five hundred
pounds. Look! I have made a profit of another five hundred
pounds.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done! good and faithful
servant. You have been faithful in a few things. I will put you in
charge over many things.’ The one who had received the two
hundred and fifty pounds came also. ‘Sir,” he said, ‘I knew that you
are a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you do not winnow. So I was afraid, and I went away and
hid your two hundred and fifty pounds in the earth. Look! you have
what is yours.” The master answered him, ‘Evil and timid servant!
You were well aware that I reap where I have not sowed, and that [
gather where I have not winnowed. You ought to have put my
money out to the bankers, and when I came I would have received
back what is my own with interest. Take, then, the two hundred and
fifty pounds from him, and give it to him who has the two thousand
pounds. For to everyone who has, it will be given, and he will have
abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be



2024 ELCA Youth Gathering Update: Dalton, David, Macailah,
and Peyton need to raise $5,000 to attend the Gathering in New
Orleans and are about 33% of the way to their goal.

You can help them reach that goal by becoming a stockholder.
Shares cost $50 each. Investors will receive mail from the youth
while at the Gathering and an invitation to a supper when they
return. Forms can be found at both churches.

You may contact Heather Grau (563-424-0507) or Pastor Leah
(262-914-9392) if you have questions.

Advent begins on December 3™ with the ‘Hanging of the Greens’
service. Advent is the first season in the church year and focuses on
the long-awaited birth of Jesus at Bethlehem and the Second
Advent when Christ will return.

Mid-week Advent services will be held Wednesday evenings at
7:00 pm. A meal will be offered at 6:15 pm. Our Savior’s will host
the service on December 6™ and 13™. Faith will host the service on
December 20,

The confirmation students have selected Holden Evening Prayer
and will plan scriptures and hymns for the service. If you would
like to assist the confirmation students in leading the vocal music,
please contact Pastor.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray. (concluding...our Savior and Lord.)
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE [PAGE 207]
P: It is indeed right...and join their unending hymn:

C: J4 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Holy Communion is celebrated today.

All who are baptized into Christ Jesus are invited to receive Holy Communion
Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available.
& O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

HYMN #593 “DRAWN TO THE LIGHT”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen

PoST COMMUNION HYMN

J4 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

PosT COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Let us pray. (concluding...Jesus Christ our Lord.)
C: Amen.

BLESSING

P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

C: Amen.

HYMN #715 “CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT”

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. God is at work in you.
C: Thanks be to God!

RINGING OF THE BELL

POSTLUDE

Pastor: Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen
Organist: Jason Bousselot or Linda Whitman
Acolyte: Mason Easterday

Lector: Dan Burke

Communion Assistant: David Burke

Usher: Neil Holmquist

Cleaners: Jason Bousselot

Contact Information:

Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen
Cell Phone: (262) 914-9392

Email: pastorleahhollnil@gmail.com
Church Office

Phone: (563) 246-2622

Email: clparish@ftbcom.net

Website: www.clparish.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/clparish1861

This Week At A Glance

Sunday 8:00 am Worship service at Faith
9:25 am Sunday School at Our Savior’s
10:30 am Worship service at Our Savior’s

Those to keep in prayer: Mallory Bousselot; the homebound:
Carol Christensen, Ron Gasper, Delores Lahann, Myrna Kay
Petersen, Rusty Porth, Betty Schau, Bus Seastrand and Vera St.
John; and those serving in the military.

The noisy offering will be collected today to benefit St. Peter
Lutheran Church in Ft. Myers Beach, Florida.

Thanksgiving Service will be held Sunday, November 19" at
6:00 pm at Faith Church. Pie and ice cream will be served
following worship. An offering of canned goods and paper
products will be gathered for the Carroll Assistance Center in
Wheatland.



