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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING 4 
The liturgy is in the front of the ELW starting on page 147. 

The hymns begin in the middle of the ELW with numbers at the top of the pages. 
 

PRELUDE 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, creator of darkness and 

light, word of truth, wind sweeping over the waters. 

C: Amen.  
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
 

P: God, our rock and refuge, 

C: we pour out our hearts before you. 

We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another and sinned against you. 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 

dwelling in each of us. 

Remember your covenant. 

Renew your creation. 

Restore us, 

that we might proclaim your good news to all. 

Amen. 
 

P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The 

time of grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are 

God’s beloved. 

C: Amen.  
 

HYMN #696 “JESUS CALLS US; O’ER THE TUMULT” 
 

GREETING [PAGE 147] 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.   



KYRIE [PAGE 147] 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE [PAGE 149] “THIS IS THE FEAST…” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you.      

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray. (concluding…now and forever.) 

C: Amen 
 

READINGS 

L: The Word of the Lord.    

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION [PAGE 151] “ALLELUIA…” 
 

GOSPEL 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1
st
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

YOUTH SERMON – REV. LEAH HOLLOWAY-NILSEN 
 

SERMON – REV. LEAH HOLLOWAY-NILSEN 
 

HYMN #798 “WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME” 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED 
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for 

God’s blessing on the church, the world and all of creation. 
 

(Each petition ends: P: God of grace, C: receive our prayer.) 
 

P: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers 

and the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. (concluding…our Savior and Lord.) 

C: Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING [PAGE 152] 
 

PREFACE [PAGE 153] 

P: It is indeed right…and join their unending hymn: 

C: ♫ “Holy, holy, holy…” 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

  



LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated today. 
All who are baptized into Christ Jesus are invited to receive Holy Communion 

Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available. 
 

COMMUNION [PAGE 154] “LAMB OF GOD…” 

 

COMMUNION HYMN #685 “TAKE MY LIFE, THAT I MAY BE” 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen 
 

POST COMMUNION HYMN 
 

♫ Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. (concluding…Jesus Christ our Lord.) 

C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 



HYMN #676 “LORD, SPEAK TO US, THAT WE MAY SPEAK” 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. God is at work in you.  

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen 

Organist: Jason Bousselot or Linda Whitman 

Acolyte: Kara Olson 

Lector: Melisa Jacobsen 

Communion Assistant: Dan Burke 

Usher: Brian Bousselot 

Cleaners: Dan and Cindy Burke 

 

 

Contact Information: 
 

Rev. Leah Holloway-Nilsen 
Cell Phone:  (262) 914-9392  

Email:  pastorleahhollnil@gmail.com 

Church Office   

Phone:  (563) 246-2622 

Email:  clparish@fbcom.net 

Website:  www.clparish.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/clparish1861 

 

This Week At A Glance 
 

Wednesday 10:00 am 

6:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

Naomi Circle at Marsha Witte’s 

Confirmation at Faith 

Bible Jam at Faith 

Sunday 8:00 am 

9:25 am 

10:30 am 

Worship service at Faith 

Sunday School at Our Savior’s 

Worship service at Our Savior’s 



Those to keep in prayer: Mallory Bousselot, Diane Sievers; 

 the homebound: Carol Christensen, Ron Gasper, Delores Lahann, 

Lucy Lee Petersen, Myrna Kay Peterson, Rusty Porth, Betty Schau, 

Bus Seastrand and Vera St. John; and those serving in the military. 
 

The noisy offering will be collected on Sunday, January 21
st
. 

 

Annual meetings will be held on Sunday, January 28
th

.  



The Surrender of Nathanael 
 

John 1:43-51 On the next day Jesus determined to go away to 

Galilee; and there he found Philip. Jesus said to him: “Follow 

me!” Now Philip came from Bethsaida, which was the town from 

which Andrew and Peter came. Philip went and found Nathanael 

and said to him: “We have found the One about whom Moses 

wrote in the law, and about whom the prophets spoke--I mean 

Jesus, the son of Joseph, the man from Nazareth.” Nathanael said 

to him: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to 

him: “Come and see!” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards 

him, he said: “See! A man who is really an Israelite! A man in 

whom there is no guile!” Nathanael said to him: “How do you 

know me?” “Before Philip called you,” said Jesus, “I saw you 

when you were under the fig-tree.” “Rabbi,” answered Nathanael, 

“you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.” Jesus 

answered: “Do you believe because I said to you, 'I saw you under 

the fig-tree'? You will see greeter things than these.” He said to 

him: “This is the truth I tell you--you will see the heavens opened, 

and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 

Man.” 
 

At this point in the story Jesus left the south and went north to 

Galilee. There, perhaps in Cana, he found and called Philip. Philip, 

like Andrew, could not keep the good news to himself. As Godet 

said: “One lighted torch serves to light another.” So Philip went 

and found his friend Nathanael. He told him that he believed that 

he had discovered the long promised Messiah in Jesus, the man 

from Nazareth. Nathanael was contemptuous. There was nothing in 

the Old Testament which foretold that God’s Chosen One should 

come from Nazareth. Nazareth was a quite undistinguished place. 

Nathanael himself came from Cana, another Galilaean town, and, 

in country places, jealousy between town and town, and rivalry 

between village and village, is notorious. Nathanael’s reaction was 

to declare that Nazareth was not the kind of place that anything 

good was likely to come out of. Philip was wise. He did not argue. 

He said simply: “Come and see!” 



Not very many people have ever been argued into Christianity. 

Often our arguments do more harm than good. The only way to 

convince a man of the supremacy of Christ is to confront him with 

Christ. On the whole it is true to say that it is not argumentative 

and philosophical preaching and teaching which have won men for 

Christ; it is the presentation of the story of the Cross. 

There is a story which tells how, towards the end of the nineteenth 

century, Huxley, the great agnostic, was a member of a house-

party at a country house. Sunday came round, and most of the 

members prepared to go to church; but, very naturally, Huxley did 

not propose to go. Huxley approached a man known to have a 

simple and radiant Christian faith. He said to him: “Suppose you 

don’t go to church today. Suppose you stay at home and you tell 

me quite simply what your Christian faith means to you and why 

you are a Christian.” “But,” said the man, “you could demolish my 

arguments in an instant. I’m not clever enough to argue with you.” 

Huxley said gently: “I don’t want to argue with you; I just want 

you to tell me simply what this Christ means to you.” The man 

stayed at home and told Huxley most simply of his faith. When he 

had finished there were tears in the great agnostic’s eyes. “I would 

give my right hand,” he said, “if only I could believe that.” 

It was not clever argument that touched Huxley’s heart. He could 

have dealt efficiently and devastatingly with any argument that that 

simple Christian was likely to have produced, but the simple 

presentation of Christ caught him by the heart. The best argument 

is to say to people: “Come and see!” Of course, we have to know 

Christ ourselves before we can invite others to come to him. The 

true evangelist must himself have met Christ first. 

So Nathanael came; and Jesus could see into his heart. “Here,” said 

Jesus, “is a genuine Israelite, a man in whose heart there is no 

guile.” That was a tribute that any devout Israelite would 

recognize. “Blessed is the man,” said the Psalmist, “to whom the 

Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit” 

(Psalms 32:2). “He had done no violence,” said the prophet of the 

Servant of the Lord “and there was no deceit in his mouth” (Isaiah 

53:9). 

https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Psalms%2032:2%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Isaiah%2053:9%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Isaiah%2053:9%20&version=NIV


Nathanael was surprised that anyone could give a verdict like that 

on so short an acquaintance, and he demanded how Jesus could 

possibly know him. Jesus told him that he had already seen him 

under the fig-tree. What is the significance of that? To the Jews the 

fig-tree always stood for peace. Their idea of peace was when a 

man could be undisturbed under his own vine and his own fig-tree 

(compare 1 Kings 4:25; Micah 4:4). Further, the fig-tree was leafy 

and shady and it was the custom to sit and meditate under the roof 

of its branches. No doubt that was what Nathanael had been doing; 

and no doubt as he sat under the fig-tree he had prayed for the day 

when God’s Chosen One should come. No doubt he had been 

meditating on the promises of God. And now he felt that Jesus had 

seen into the very depths of his heart. 

It was not so much that Jesus had seen him under the fig-tree that 

surprised Nathanael; it was the fact that Jesus had read the 

thoughts of his inmost heart. Nathanael said to himself: “Here is 

the man who understands my dreams! Here is the man who knows 

my prayers! Here is the man who has seen into my most intimate 

and secret longings, longings which I have never even dared put 

into words! Here is the man who can translate the inarticulate sigh 

of my soul! This must be God’s promised anointed one and no 

other.” Nathanael capitulated for ever to the man who read and 

understood and satisfied his heart. 

It may be that Jesus smiled. He quoted the old story of Jacob at 

Bethel who had seen the golden ladder leading up to heaven 

(Genesis 28:12-13). It was as if Jesus said: “Nathanael, I can do far 

more than read your heart. I can be for you and for all men the 

way, the ladder that leads to heaven.” It is through Jesus and Jesus 

alone that the souls of men can mount the ladder which leads to 

heaven. 

This passage presents us with a problem. Who was Nathanael? In 

the Fourth Gospel he is one of the first group of disciples; in the 

other three gospels he never appears at all. More than one 

explanation has been given. 

https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%201%20Kings%204:25%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Micah%204:4%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Genesis%2028:12-13%20&version=NIV


(i) It has been suggested that Nathanael is not a real figure at all, 

but an ideal figure standing for all the true Israelites who burst the 

bonds of national pride and prejudice and gave themselves to Jesus 

Christ. 

(ii) On the same basis, it has been suggested that he stands either 

for Paul or for the beloved disciple. Paul was the great example of 

the Israelite who had accepted Christ; the beloved disciple was the 

ideal disciple. Again the supposition is that Nathanael stands for an 

ideal; that he is a type and not a person. If this were the only 

mention of Nathanael that might be true; but Nathanael appears 

again in John 21:2 and there is no thought of him as an ideal there. 

(iii) He has been identified with Matthew, because both Matthew 

and Nathanael mean the gift of God. We saw that in those days 

most people had two names; but then one name was Greek and the 

other Jewish. In this case both Matthew and Nathanael are Jewish 

names. 

(iv) There is a simpler explanation. Nathanael was brought to Jesus 

by Philip. Nathanael’s name is never mentioned in the other three 

gospels; and in the Fourth Gospel Bartholomew’s name is never 

mentioned. Now, in the list of the disciples in Matthew 10:3 and 

Mark 3:18, Philip and Bartholomew come together, as if it was 

natural and inevitable to connect them. Moreover, Bartholomew is 

really a second name. It means Son of Tholmai or Ptolemy. 

Bartholomew must have had another name, a first name; and it is 

at least possible that Bartholomew and Nathanael are the same 

person under different names. That certainly fits the facts. 

Whatever else, it is true that Nathanael stands for the Israelite 

whose heart was cleansed of pride and prejudice and who saw in 

Jesus the one who satisfied the longing of his waiting, seeking 

heart. 
 

Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT) – Public Domain 

 

 

https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20John%2021:2%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Matthew%2010:3%20&version=NIV
https://bibleportal.com/verse-topic?v=%20Mark%203:18%20&version=NIV

