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It happened purely by accident, just
yesterday, which was a Sunday.

My communion assistants at Our Savior’s
came forward at the same time as usual, when the
offering is presented, and sat down in their usual
spots and waited for the communion liturgy to
begin, just like usual. So far, nothing at all out of
the ordinary had happened. But things began to take
an interesting turn when little David Burke, who
had been helping his dad Dan collect the offering,
was sent back to his seat to sit with his mom Cindy.

He began to cry when he reached the pew
(unbeknownst to me, he had actually smacked his
head on the baptismal font on his way to the pew,
which was partially, if not entirely, the reason for
his tears). But I thought he was protesting being
sent back to his pew rather than staying with his dad
to help with communion. This would fit the little
guy’s character, because not only does David help
collect the offering, but he also helps ring the bell,
and he also helps lead the children’s sermon. Yes,
lead.

So, before beginning the communion
liturgy, I discretely whispered to Dan, “If David
wants to stand next to you during communion, that
is fine with me.” Dan beckoned to David, who
scurried to his side in five seconds flat, wiping his
tears away What I thought had been a clever
maneuver on my part in keeping the peace during
communion turned out, in fact, to be much, much
more.

It became an incarnational/sacramental
experience.

(Two big words, separated only by a slash.
Let me explain.)

You well know by now that little children
are welcome to come forward for communion. They
may receive a blessing if they wish, but most reach

out their hands to receive the bread. Each little
outstretched hand gets a piece of bread, and I say
the words, “With this bread, remember that Jesus
loves you.” In this way, the little ones participate in
the sacrament, even if only by way of “practicing.”
It is meaningful to them, and to me.

Even so, when I give them their bread, I
usually only bend slightly so as to look them in the
eye; I look down at them, they look up at me. But
yesterday, with little David standing between
myself and his dad, the little ones had someone their
size to look at. Twice, there was even a little high-
five. Several times, there were smiles passed
between the little ones, as they came up and
encountered one of their own, someone just like
them standing up there....someone they could relate
to...someone their own size who could look them
straight in the eye, them not looking up, no one
looking down at them.

I found myself glancing down at these
interactions with increasing curiosity and joy. This
is why Jesus came to live among us instead is just
staying up in heaven. He came to our earth to
become one of us, so that we could experience the
holy in terms we could understand. This is God’s
word incarnate—his love all wrapped up in flesh
just like ours, one who looks just like us. And his is
the flesh we eat in the sacrament of Holy
Communion, the flesh of Jesus, who came to earth
and became human, just like us.

But up until yesterday, I could never figure
out a way to really explain that to little ones,
because it’s a pretty heady concept. What words to
use to explain the incarnation of Jesus Christ and
the real presence of his body in Holy Communion?
Maybe there are no words. Maybe the best
explanation is simply a presence. Little eyes
(Continued on next page)



(Continued from front page)
meeting little eyes, little hands high-fiving little
hands, little feet, the same size, little fingers putting
bread into little mouths.. little ones not only
practicing for a future communion, but actually
experiencing the holy in their own way, wordlessly,
simply by being represented during the distribution,
by seeing one of their own as part of the sacred mix
up front...of coming up and discovering one who is
Just like me.

What started out as a simple attempt to stop
David from crying turned out to be a monumental
realization that what we say in this place, we really
mean. A/l people are welcome to come forward
when the body and blood of Jesus are distributed.
Jesus came to this earth to love all people, grown-
ups and little ones alike, and David’s three-year-old
body standing right next to me during communion
drove that point home like never before.

- Pastor Sarah Kretzmann

Midweek Lenten
Worship Schedule
3

February 27
Our Savior's Church — 7:00 p.m.
Lenten Meal — 6:00 p.m.

i

March 6, 13, and 20
Faith Church — 7:00 p.m.
Lenten Meal — 6:00 p.m.

To gather with God's people
in united adoration
is as necessary

to the Christian life as prayer.
- Martin Luther

Holy WeeKk Schedule

Seder Meal
Wednesday, March 27, 7:00 p.m.

Our Savior’s Church

(If you would like to do some reading to prepare
for the Seder Meal, please read Exodus 7-12)

Xy

Maundy Thursday
March 28, 7:00 p.m. Our Saviot’s

i

Good Friday
March 29, 7:00 p.m. Faith Church

Y
=X
Easter Sunday
March 31
6:30 a.m. ~ Worship at Our Savior’s
7:30 a.m. — Breakfast at Our Saviot’s

followed by Easter Eqq Hunt
9:30 3.m. — Worship at Faith Church

Alleluial
Christ Has Risen!




5
. At the February
Council Meetings

Joint Council:

> Council members will be installed Sunday,
March 3 at each service;

» Worship Committee confirmed dates and
times for Lenten and Easter worship services
(please see schedules listed in newsletter); set-up
for the Seder Meal is at 7:00 on March 25 at Our
Savior's — volunteers are welcomed; next Worship
Committee meeting is March 7, 6:00 p.m. at Faith;

» St.John Lutheran, Bliedorn, is holding their
own mid-week Lenten services this year;

> The bowling was a success with 25+ in
attendance;

> Future activities include: Bousselot Pond
Outing, Float for Fun Days, Swimming Party, Golf
and Small Games Day, Bonfire and Hayride;

> Vacation Bible School is scheduled for May
28—31 at Faith Church;

> Work continues on photo directory;

» The March Joint Council meeting is
cancelled — next meeting is April 11, 7:30 p.m. at
Our Savior's;

> The Calamus Lutheran Parish will serve the
CALCO breakfast on March 17 — Faith members
will serve from 7:30 — 10:00 a.m. and Our Savior's
will serve from 10:00 to closing;

> Permission was given to the Calamus
Community Foundation to the inclusion of
information only content in the church newsletter.
Faith Council:

> Colette Christensen was elected President;
Larry Schau —Vice-President; Terri Bousselot —
Secretary;

> Financial reports were approved with a
designated balance of $6,094.83 and a working
balance of $11,601.25;

» Insulated curtains and hardware (total cost
of $400 )have arrived and installation will be
scheduled;

> athank-you was read from Jeannene;

> Property and Management will clear items
from office storage closets that are no longer
needed;

> New member of Faith Council is Eric
Hoffman and he will serve on the Parish
Coordinating Committee;

> Auditing Committee remains the same with
Herb Wilhelm serving as chairman.

Our Savior's Council:

> The Treasurer's Report was read and
discussed — parsonage rent has now been added;

> The new financial secretaries are Cindy
Burke and Bryan Whitman;

» New schedules for church cleaning will be
compiled;

» Clean-up Day will be March 23 at 9:00 a.m.
—rain date: March 30.

Clean-Up Day at
Our Savior's

Bring your rakes, mops, gloves and whatever you

will need to help spruce up Our Savior's church
building, landscaping and cemetery. Time is 9:00
a.m. on Saturday, March 23 — alternate rain date is
March 30 — it will go quickly if we have lots of
hands!

March Council Meeting
Cancelled

The March Joint Council meeting has been
cancelled. The next scheduled meeting is for April
11 at 7:30 p.m. at Our Savior's.

April 2013 Newsletter Items Due
March 18, please.
Thanks for your cooperation!

The Noisy Offering Will Be
Received March 17

A March Choir Rehearsals #
hrnR
Wednesday, March 6, 13 and 20
Faith Church
following Mid-week Lenten Services
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The Gospel of Mark
“Beneath Her Wings”

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often have I desired to gather your children together
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,
and you were not willing.”

- Luke 13:34

L

Naomi Circle
Friday, March 15, 9:00 a.m.
Hostess: Audrey Witte
Leader: Shirley Ferguson

AR |
Lydia Circle
Wednesday, March 20, 2:00 p.m.
Hostess: Kay Olson
Leader: Sharon Bousselot

Basket Raffle Update

Due to other obligations I have this summer, I won't
be able to chair the Basket Raffle for Calamus
Days. I am putting this in the newsletter early to let
everyone know, hoping someone will step forward
and take this project on. It has been one of the
highlights of Calamus Days, a real out reach for our
church. We as a congregation have been able to
raise thousands of dollars that have been either put
back into our community, or used for projects
outside our community. If anyone has any questions
that I can answer about chairing this project, please
feel free to give me a call.

Your friend in Christ,
Andrea Shelton 847-6221

ou!
Thank you for all the Prayers, hugs, cards,

food and memorials for Connie. A special thank
you to the ladies who served the lunch. Your
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.

- Rita and Bus Seastrand and Myrtle Koslofsky

Reminders for Confirmation
and Luther League

» Confirmation Pictures: Wally Emmert will be
at Confirmation on May 19th at Shelley's request. If
anyone would like to have him take pictures please
give him a call at Windy Hills Photo 563-219-2812.
Let him know Shelley let you know.

» Dave Patterson Benefit on March 9th at
Wheatland Community Hall, all baskets, pie or any
other donations, be it monetary or volunteering your
time, are very much appreciated - any questions see
Shelley Weiss or Holly Dwyer.

» Easter Egg Hunt: anyone wanting to donate a
bag of candy to the Luther League to help fill Eggs
for this year's Easter Egg Hunt would be
appreciated, please feel free to drop them off at the
church or give to Shelley Weiss, by March 27th

» All Luther League members need to sign up to
bring items for the Easter Breakfast, please see
Shelley Weiss or check out the signup sheet on
bulletin board.

Any questions on the above items
contact Shelley Weiss 563-320-8611
or egreviox{@yahoo.com




Our Savior's Church
Annual Meeting Notes

&

» Meeting called to order by President Dan Burke.

» Pastor Sarah led devotions.

» Budget had been approved by Council and was to
be referred to on own time.

» Pastor Sarah reviewed her written report.

» A new church directory is being worked on.

» Pastor Sarah asked for feedback on her mentoring
Vicar Michelle at St. John Lutheran and said she
will be mentoring the new vicar for next year.

» Budget change — Pastor Sarah is resuming full-
time status.

» 2013 Proposed Budget accepted.

» Mark Olson and Brian Bousselot were approved
for a second term on Our Savior's Council.

» Nominating Committee will remain the same.

» Delegates are needed for the Southeastern Jowa
Synod Assembly on May 31 — June 1 being held in
Des Moines.

» Outreach funding outside of the church was up
10%.

» As of January 1, 2013, there will be new renters
in the parsonage.

Faith Church
Annual Meeting Notes

» President Mark Witte called the meeting to order.

» Pastor Sarah led devotions.

» 2012 annual meeting minutes were approved.

» Pastor Sarah reviewed her report and said she
would like to focus on Christian Outreach this year.

» Property and Management reported several
completed projects and all loans paid on projects:
parsonage remodel and paid loan; stained glass
restoration; new roof on parsonage and garage;
boiler repair and new ceiling fans in sanctuary. Air
conditioning will be installed this year with almost
all of the money towards the purchase and
installation having already been received.

» Marsha Witte reported the Lutheran Church
Women contributed $350 to Wartburg Seminary
and $350 to Churchwide Women's Outreach.

» Financial reports were approved with the
treasurer reported the parsonage loan had been paid
in a record amount of time while still maintaining
our contribution to the ELCA Benevolent Fund.

» Auditing Committee reported everything in order
and applauded Yale Christensen and Doreen
Henning on the great job they do.

» Approval was given to the 2013 Proposed
Budget.

» Hal Shelton was elected to serve a second 3-year
term on council and Eric Hoffman was elected to
serve a first 3-year term/

» 2013 Nominating Committee will be represented
by Gary Braet, Yale Christensen, Mike Tendall and
Mark Witte.

» Eric and Joyce Sands agreed to serve as
congregational representatives on the Parish
Coordinating Committee.

» Joyce and Eric Sands will serve as delegates to
the Southeastern Jowa Synod Assembly at Hope
Lutheran Church, Des Moines on May 31-June 1,
2013.




Birthdays & Anniversaries

Donnie & Janelle Bousselot
March 26; Hal & Andrea Shelton

March 1: Ruth Braet Tom & Judy McMahon
Linda Whitman
Kate Lindaman .
March 3: Rory Petersen Dear Church friends, , L
Neil Mason I am once again participating
March 4: Lauren Webinger in the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer,
March 6: Elizabeth Goddard taking place this June 1-2 through the
March 7: Makayla Allen streets of Chicago. This weekend-
March 8: Austin Seastrand long event consists of walking 26 miles on
Brenna Henning Saturday, spending the night in a tent, and walking
Brendan Williams 13 miles on Sunday. As a participant in the walk, I
March 9: Oscar Shelton have committed to raise a minimum of $1,800. The
Tom McMahon Sr. walk will involve major physical training and
March 11 Sherwood Lahann significant fundraising, and am asking for your
Jessica Seastrand help. . .
March 12 Alice Fitzgerald Since 1992, the Avon Foundation Breast
Laurie Storjohann Cancer Crusade has raised and awarded more than
Mason Easterday $525 million dollars to the cause. The money is
March 14: Alecia Garrett used for education, clinical care, early detection
March 15: Heather Whitman programs and support services, with a special focus
Grant Harkness on the underserved. Much of the donations to the
March 16: Luanne Malmanger Chicago Avon Walk are distributed locally. This
Jamie Knoche effort needs to continue until the cause and
Olevia Olson prevention can be found.
March 17: Marsha Witte Please consider donating to my Avon Walk
Jessica Steines fundraising efforts. Even a sponsorship at $1/mile
Kelly Olson will help go towards medical research into the
March 18: Andrea Shelton possible causes, prevention, treatment and cure of
Kellen Whitman breast cancer; clinical care for breast cancer
March 19 Miranda Mayerhofer patients; support services for patients and their
Mikaela Crossen families; educational seminars; and early detection
March 21: Angela Rickels programs. You can make a donation online by
Keith Gasper visiting my Avon Walk page at
March 22: Ellie Carpenter www.avonwalk.org/goto/skyedobb or you can send
Hannah Perrone me a check made out to “Avon Walk for Breast
March 23: Diana Samuels Cancer”. The funds go directly to the Avon
March 27 Daniel Braet Foundation where they will be put to very good use.
Alan Olson There is no donation too small, every bit counts,
Britney McMahon and of course, all donations are tax deductible.
March 29: Kayla Henning Visit www.avonwalk.org for more information a
Valerie Olson if you have any questions, fundraising
March 30: Joe Morehead ideas, or words of encouragement, call/email me at (563
Jessica Elsner 275-8078 or skyedobb@gmail.com.
Joette Thomas
March 31 Kaitlynn Tripp Thank you very much for your support.
v Skye Doerscher
March 3: Brandon & Whitney Bousselot

March 14: Shelly & Drake Mayerhofer
March 17: Robert & Denise Olson



Parish Photo Directory

The Calamus Lutheran Parish has been blessed with a growing and active membership. In order to provide all members
with a means of identifying and contacting each other, Faith and Our Savior’s Churches are preparing to update the
Parish Directory.

You may submit a photo you own or have your photo taken after worship services at either church on February 24™ or
March 3. The informal photos will be taken by a volunteer, Shane Glover. You may reserve a time for a photo session
by writing your name on the Reserve a Photo Session sheet on the clipboard at the respective church. These photos will
only be used for the directory and will not be offered for sale or purchase. The sole purpose is to gather photos of all
members and update contact information. Photos and contact information will be printed in the directory and may be
posted on the Parish website. By providing a photo and sharing your contact information, you are allowing the Parish to
include the photo and contact information in the Parish directory and Parish website. Please only submit photos to
which you have the copyright and are allowed to freely reproduce.

The following Contact Information will be collected when your photo is taken. If you are submitting your photo online

or giving it to Dan Burke, please also provide the Contact Information. There will be a basket near the ushers’ table at
each church. Please attach the Contact Information to the photo and place in the basket.

Contact Information

Date Name of Family Mailing Main Names of people Email

Photo Address Phone Number | in photo Address

Taken

EXAMPLE | Mary and John Roberts | 1234 987" st, 563-123-9876 Mary, John, Sue, Bill | jroberts@email.com
Feb. 24 Calamus, IA 56789

Important Dates and Information:
Now:
e Send a photo and Contact Information to Dan Burke at dburke@gmtel.net OR Place a photo and Contact
Information in the basket near the Ushers’ table at either church.
OR
* Reserve a time for a photo session by writing your name on the Reserve a Photo Session sheet on the clipboard
at the respective church.
February 24:
¢ Have your photo taken after worship services at Our Savior’s Church or Faith Church.
March 3:
* Have your photo taken after worship services at Our Savior’s Church or Faith Church.
April:
* Reminder to Send a photo and Contact Information to Dan Burke at dburke@gmtel.net OR Place a photo
and Contact Information in the basket near the Ushers’ table at either church.
May 1:
¢ Final Due Date for submitted photos
June 1:
e Completion of Directory

Thank you for your cooperation. If you have any questions, please contact one of these committee members.

Jason Bousselot
Dan Burke
Shane Glover
Terri Bousselot




MINISTERS FOR MARCH 2013

FAITH

Ushers:

Yale Christensen
Nolan Christensen
Adam Wilhelm
Mike Tendall

Acolytes:
Madison Eschbach

Garrett Condon

Altar Ministry:
Lonnie & Diane Sievers

Communion Assistant:
Yale Christensen

Greeter:

March 3: Sharyl Banowetz
March 10: Ruth Braet
March 17: Annette Braet
March 24: Marilyn Steward
March 31: Keith Steward

Lector:

March 3: Lucy Lee-Petersen

March 10: Mike Tendall

March 17: Julie Gronewold

March 24: Pastor Sarah (Palm Sunday)
March 31: Brian Tulley

OUR SAVIOR’S
Ushers:

Paul Olson

Ole Olson

Shane Glover
Dave Whitman

Acolyte:
Maia Glover

Communion Assistant:
Peter Whitman

Lector:

March 3:  Jason Bousselot
March 10: Jason Bousselot
March 17: Deb Detlefs
March 24: Deb Detlefs
March 31: Paul Olson

Cleaners

Leonard & Nancy Olson
Ole & Diana Olson
Jeremy & Sarah Koch

Christian, Jacob & Philip Caregivers

March 3: Rod & Robin Costello-Smith
March 10: Sharyl Banowetz/Jeannene B
March 17: Ruth Braet

March 24: Boys with Nate

March 31: Marsha/Alison Edens, Mark Olson

If You Cannot Do Your Assigned Task On That Particular Dav, It Is Your Responsibility To Trade With

Someone Or To Find Your Own Substitute And Notify The Church Office Of The Change.

Noly Week Schedule

March 27 Seder Meal ~ Our Savior's — 7:00 p.m.
March 28 Maundy Thursday Worship — Our Savior's — 7:00 p.m.
March 29 Good Friday Worship — Faith — 7:00 p.m.
Early Easter Worship — Our Savior's — 6:30 a.m.
Easter Breakfast/Easter Egg Hunt — Our Savior's — 7:30 a.m.
Late Easter Worship — Faith — 9:30 a.m.
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Calamus Lutheran Parish

Faith & Our Savior’s Lutheran Churches
P.O.Box 116

Calamus, lowa 52729-0116

Return Service Requested

Calamus Lutheran Parish
Worship Schedule
iy
8:00 A.M. Sunday Worship
Our Savior's Lutheran Church
2589 - 190th Avenue, rural Calamus
4
9:25 A.M. Sunday School/Adult Class
Faith Lutheran Church
i
10:30 A.M. Sunday Worship
Faith Lutheran Church
505 Second Street, town of Calamus

563.246.2622
563.246.2558
clparish@fbcom.net
pastorsarahk@fbcom.net
www.clparish.org
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