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Pastor's View

Lent-Easter - We start the month of March with
our walk of faith towards Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and then Easter Celebration. Our
Wednesdays in Lent are a learning lesson in faith
through the understanding of parables that Jesus
taught. We end this journey faith with a Maundy
Thursday service of scripture, washing of hands
(new this year), Communion and then leaving in
silence. This silence is a way to prepare for the
worship of Good Friday. On Friday we will hear the
message that it is our sinfulness that has put Christ
on the Cross. It also shows us God’s grace so we
have the gift of relationship with God. We then
march on to Easter Celebration. We start Easter
where Good Friday left us; at a tomb with no hope.
But we soon worship with “He is Risen!” “He is
Risen Indeed!” I hope to see you at most of the
Lenten/Easter journey.

Adult Class — Adult class has been fantastic. If you
have been there you know that along with the study
of the Gospel there has been a building of trust
between pastor and all of us together. Once or twice
we have finished a lesson, most of the time we have
only had really good talks. It is hard to start
something new; like coming to something you have
never done before. We invite you come and be part
of the fun.

Lent and Sin — In looking and writing about
sermon materials for Lent, a surprising theme has

come forth. Sin is really powerful and devious is
that theme. There are the big sins that are listed in
the Ten Commandments and in Paul’s lists of
wrongs. Yet we seem to think that we are not
sinners, or at least not as bad as our neighbor. As
we look towards Good Friday the words “Jesus died
for me.” become very important. When we hear
these words they bring a message of hope and love.
The power of sin is defeated. Yet there is another
way that phrase can be named. “Jesus died on the
cross because of me.” Do you hear the difference?
“Because” carries the power of sin in our lives to
the cross. Sin is devious. How devious? What is at
the center of “sIn?” It is that “I” that gets us in
trouble. It is our nature to put self at the center of
everything. That type of sin is what destroys the
relationship between God and self and community.
We can fool our view of sin by ourselves, but in
community the power of sin is named and seen.
There are some worship services that will help us
prepare for the celebration of Easter. Don’t let sin
take away the power of Easter morning.

Upcoming Dates —

May 6 & 7 Synod Assembly

May 2,9 & 16 VBS for the Kids

May 11 & 18 Classes for First Communion (attend
both)

May 15 — Confirmation

May 22 Celebration of First Communion

~ Pastor Bill



Holy Week Schedule

&aster Morning
Activities

The God Squad will be preparing a breakfast that
will be served from 8:00—9:30 a.m. following the
7:00 Easter Worship Service at Faith. There will be
a free-will offering for the breakfast.

AEILLI

Maundy Thursday
March 24, 7.00 p.m.
Faith Church

An Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the God Squad
will be held at 8:45 a.m. following the Easter
Breakfast at Faith. Bring the little ones and watch
the fun and excitement!

Good Friday
March 25, 7:00 p.m.
Our Savior’s Church

There is no Sunday School,
God Squad or Adult Class
Easter Sunday.

Classes resume at 9:25 a.m. on
April 3 at Our Savior's.

/

AR
Easter Sunday
March 27
7:00 a.m. — Worship at Faith
8:00 3.m. — Breakfast at Faith

8:45 3.m. - Easter Eqqg Hunt - Faith
9:30 a.m. — Worship at Our Savior’s

April 2016 Newsletter Items Due

March 21, please.
Thanks for your cooperation!

Christ Is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!




Faith Congregation 2016
Annual Meeting Notes

» On January 31, 2016, President Mark Witte
called the Faith Annual Meeting to order with 34
members present.

» Pastor William Runaas led devotions.

» 2015 Annual Meeting minutes were read.

» Pastor's report, congregation and committee
reports were reviewed and approved.

» Financial Secretary's report, Treasurer's report
and Audit Committee's reports were presented and
approved.

» The 2016 Proposed Budget was presented by
Brian Tulley.

» A change was made in proposed budget to
account for making the church cleaner a W2
employee and the associated taxes that would then
need to be included in the budget.

» The 2016 Proposed Budget was approved.

» Eric Hoffman and Hal Shelton completed their
council terms. Terri Bousselot was nominated a for
first 3-year term; Eric Hoffman was nominated for a
second 3-year term. All nominees were elected.

» Hal Shelton, Sharyl Bousselot, Annette Braet and
Donna Petersen will serve as the 2016 Nominating
Committee.

» Hal Shelton will serve as the congregational
member of the Parish Coordinating Committee.

Our Savior's Congregation
2016 Annual Meeting Notes

» The meeting was called to order on January 31,
2016 by President Dan Burke.

» Devotions were led by Pastor William Runaas.

» Minutes of 2015 meeting were read and accepted.

» Committee reports and financial reports were
reviewed and accepted.

» The 2016 Proposed Budget was reviewed and
approved.

» Brian Bousselot and Mark Olson have completed
their terms. Marcia Edens and Matt Olson will fill
the two council vacancies.

» Mark Olson and Marcia Edens will serve as
delegates to the 2016 Southeastern Iowa Synod
Assembly at Coralville, lTowa, May 6—7.

» Replacement of siding on parsonage was
discussed.

» Funeral guidelines were reviewed and the
suggestion was made for possibly having a list of
members who would be available to be at the
church for assistance and possible list of members
who would be willing to donate a salad for funeral
dinners.

» Meeting adjourned at 9:47 a.m.



2016 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATION COUNCII, AND COMMITTEES

President: Mark Witte 659-5520

Vice-President: Dirk Braet 246-2396

Secretary: Terri Bousselot 659-2845

Treasurer: Doreen Henning 246-2320

Financial Secretary: Yale Christensen 246-2383

Ashley Steffens 563-210-254 Marilyn Schau 847-1046
Brian Tulley 246-2121 Eric Hoffmann 843-3445

2016 OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES

President: Dan Burke 563-823-8483
Vice-President: Joe Morehead
Secretary: Megan Will 563-357-3979
Treasurer: Jason Bousselot 246-2539

Financial Secretary: Cindy Burke 563-823-8483

Matt Olson 246-2187
Marcia Edens 563-212-4555

Deb Detlefs 847-1155
Barb Flynn 843-3118

PROPERTY & MANAGEMENT

Hal Shelton 847-6221
Dirk Braet 246-2396
Keith Gasper 246-2364
Brian Tulley 246-2121
Eric Sands 563-370-6452
Larry Schau 847-1046
Daryl Henning 246-2320

EDUCATION

Eric Hoffrmann 843-3445
Marsha Witte 659-5520
Ashley Steffens 563-210-254

WORSHIP

Diane Christensen 246-2322
Andrea Shelton 847-6221
Terri Bousselot 659-2845
Ashley Steffens 563-210-2540

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
Marilyn Schau 847-1046
Deb Tulley 246-2121

Mark Witte 659-5520

MUTUAL MINISTRY
COMMITTEE

Yale Christensen 246-2383
Shary! Banowetz 246-2541
Ruth Braet 246-2668

PARISH COORDINATING

Hal Shelton 847-6221
Mark Witte 659-5520
Brian Tulley 246-2121

AUDITING

Sharyl Banowetz 246-2541
Annette Braet 246-2396
Herb Wilhelm 246-2480

NOMINATING

Hal Shelton 847-6221
Sharyl Banowetz 246-2541
Annette Braet 246-2396
Donna Petersen 847-5783

PROPERTY & MANAGEMENT

*Brian Bousselot 246-2776
Sherwood Lahann 941-7792
Art Bousselot 246-2723
Matt Olson 246-2187

EDUCATION
Trina Knoche 246-2661
Cindy Burke 563-823-8483

WORSHIP

*Jason Bousselot 246-2539
Linda Whitman 847-5361
Deb Detlefs 847-1155

Dan Burke 563-823-8483

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
*Mark Olson 246-2450

Barb Flynn 843-3118
Sherwood Lahann 941-7792
Marcia Edens 563-212-4555

MUTUAL MINISTRY
Mark Olson 246-2450

PARISH COORDINATING
* Dan Burke 63-823-8483
Deb Detlefs 563-370-7639
Megan Will 563-357=3979

AUDITING COMMITTEE
Dan Burke 563-823-8483

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Shane Glover 563-285-5760

Deb Detlefs 563-370-7639
Marcia Edens 563-212-4555

CEMETERY COMMITTEE:
Norman Bousselot 246-2628
Art Bousselot 246-2723

Brian Bousselot 246-2776
Dion Olson 246-2667
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Ki} At the February
Council Meetings

Joint Council:

> Pastor reported the four confirmation
classes after Lent will be 1 1/2 hours in length.

> Vacation Bible School will be held after
school on May 2, 9 and 16.

> First Communion class will be held May 11
at Faith and May 18 at Our Savior's from 6:30—
7:30 p.m. First Communion celebration will be
May 22.

» The Bishop will attend worship on May 13
at 8:00 a.m. at Faith.

» Confirmation will be May 15 at 8:00 a.m. at
Faith.

> The last day of Sunday School is May 15.

» Worship Committee worked with Pastor on
planning Holy Week services.

» Bliedorn Church members will be invited to
Good Friday services and their pastor will assist.

> Easter worship services and schedule were
planned.

> Christian Outreach Committee scheduled
Cosmic Bowling at DeWitt Lanes from 1:30—3:00
p.m. on March 20.

> Education Committee member Rebecca
Wilhelm will be replaced by Ashley Steffens.

> Sunday School memory work will focus on
the books of the Bible.

> Care Kits will be assembled during Sunday
School on April 10.

» Sunday School students will visit
Wheatland Manor on May 15 which is the last day
of Sunday School.

» Council approved holding one 9:00 a.m.
service only on the following Sundays: May 29 at
Our Savior's; July 3 at Faith; September 4 at Faith;
January 1, 2017 at Our Savior's.

» At the March 13 CALCO breakfast, Our
Savior's will work 7:30—10:00 a.m. and Faith will
work 10:00—12:30 p.m.

» Pastor Sarah's call as U of I Lutheran
Campus Pastor will be acknowledged with a card
shower.

Faith Council:

> Approved financial reports with a
designated balance of $1,389.93 and a working
balance of $34,174.89.

> Initial work on gas line at parsonage has
begun.

» Mark and Marsha Witte will serve as
delegates to the Synod Assembly on May6—7 in
Coralville.

» Offering envelopes will continue with
current numbers referenced to each member.

» Council will serve the February 17 Lenten
meal.

» There is a sufficient number of Study
Bibles which allows the amount designated to
purchase more bibles to be moved to the
Undesignated Offerings.

Our Savior's Council:

» Approved financial reports with a balance
of $2,467.84.

» Clean-up day has been set for March 19 at
8:00 a.m. with a rain date of March 26.

» Our Savior's Council will work from
7:00—10:00 a.m. at the CALCO in March and
Faith will work 10:00 a.m. to close.

> Matt Olson has been added to the Property
and Management Committee.

Qur Savior’s Monthly Financial Report
January 2016

Beginning Balance...........c..coeveueune.... $1,263.03
DEPOSILS ..eevveiriiiieiirectece et $5,329.86
Disbursements............coooevvvvvennnene. $(4,125.05)
Ending Balance..........cccccoovvevuievivennncnnnn $2,467.84

Spring Clean-up Day
at Our Savior's Church

Saturday, March 19 ~ 8:00AM
(Rai Date, March 26)

Congregations Work at
CALCO March 13

Members of the Calamus Lutheran Parish will be

taking their turns to help serve the community
breakfast at the CALCO on March 13. Our Savior's
will work the early shift (7:00—10:00 a.m.) and
Faith will work the later shift (10:00—closing).
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n - Baskets of Promise

] ]

n n This Lent we're joining Lutheran World Relief's

u u Baskets of Promise campaign. Each week, we'll

: N : collect a different item (bars of soap, bath towels,
- - toothbrushes, combs, nail clippers) that we'll use to
n ) - assemble Personal Care Kits that give people

[ -~ When:Sunday, March 20 n around the world tools to stay healthy in life's most
u 130~ 330 pm. [ challenging situations. Our goal is to assemble 40
- n LWR Personal Care Kits during Lent.

- u Dove

L] .-\ Where:DeWitt Bowling Lanes ] <+ February 14: Bars of soap (4-5 oz, any brand,
u N ] in original wrapping)

| | ] -

= " == Pebruary 21: Light weight 52"x27" dark col
- 2 This wilbe bowlng withatwist - g bath ¢ © rilary - L1ght welg X arx color
"  becawe it wilbe COSMIC BOWLINGH & | "5, 1OV

- That’s ri - " February 28: Adult size toothbrushes in

m That’srightsports fans, COSMIC BOWLING . y 2o:

m at its finest Don’t miss out! m | original packaging

. Bring a snack fo share - - ~ March 6: Combs

] and bowl without a carel - &

~ - March 13: Metal nail clippers, file optional
FEE N E N NS N R EEENEENENENNEN Dove

=+ March 20: Bars of soap (4-5 oz, any brand, in
| original wrapping)

2016 Noisy Offering

Recipient is the
PAN

Any of the items can be brought on any of
the Sundays

=8 Evangelical Lutheran
¥N|5¥ Church in America

/24
God's work. Qur hands.

THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil and Jeff Keane

The ELC A Disaster Response (emphasizing the
Syrian refugee crisis) has been selected by the
church councils and committees to be the 2016

recipient of the noisy offerings.

72 March Choir

Rehearsal J Wednesday, March 2, 9 and
16 following Lenten Worship

“Mommy, they don’t make you do
homework in heaven, do they?”

from JoyfulNoiseletter.com
Reprinted with permission of Bil Keane




Christian Citizenship 101 -
Paul's Letter to the
Philippians

“Being of One Mind”
Theme verses - Philippians 2:19—4:3

Wednesday, March 16 — 2:00 p.m.
Hostess: Kay Olson
Leader: Pastor Bill
Friday, March 18 — 10:30 a.m.
(Bible Study first and Marsha will prepare
lunch for the group)
Hostess: Marsha Witte
Leader: Jeannene Bousselot

‘Coffee & A Little Jesus®
-~

i

I am starting a Women's/Mom's Bible Study, called
"Coffee & A Little Jesus." We will meet the 1st
Tuesday of the Month at 9am. Kids are welcome
to come too. — Heather Grau

If interested, please email me
grau.heather@gmail.com
or call me 563-424-0507

2016 Basket Raffle

Chairperson Needed
After many prayers, and thoughtful consideration, I
have made the decision to step down as chairman
for the Basket Raffle on Calamus Fun Days. This
1s a very worthy outreach we do from Faith
Lutheran Church, something that is the highlight of
"Calamus Days". I hope someone or a group of

individuals will prayerfully consider taking over
for me. I have been at the helm with good help for
over 15 years, and feel as though I need to step
down and let fresh eyes and young hands do this
job. Thank you for making it a fun project to be the
chair of. It amazes me each year the many baskets
that are brought to the church. Please don't let this
fall to the wayside, our community needs the
proceeds from the project.

In Christian Love, Andrea Shelton

WoménELCA =2

Award $47,583.81

in Grants

Women of the ELCA awarded $47,583.81
in grants in 2015 to 18 domestic and nine
international programs in 2015 to promote
women's complete and total health: physical,
emotional and spiritual.

Our grants program funds projects and
agencies dedicated to education and advocacy,
empowering women and girls to lead healthier
lives.

The 18 domestic grants totaled $34,900 and
ranged in size from $1,000 to $3,000. They were
awarded to programs in Washington, Arizona,
Colorado, Minnesota, Nebraska, Missouri, Texas,
Iowa, Wisconsin, Ohio, Maine, North Carolina,
Georgia and Washington D.C.

The nine international grants totaled
$12,600 and benefited programs in Cameroon,
Ghana, India, Kenya and Uganda.

- Inez Torres Davis, Women of the ELCA's
Director for Justice




Birthdays & Anniversaries

March 1:

March 3:

March 4:
March 7;
March 8:

March 9:

March 11:

March 12:

March 13:

March 14:
March 15:

March 16;

March 17:

March 18:
March 19:
March 21:
March 22:

March 23:
March 27:

March 29:

March 30:

March 31:

Ruth Braet
Linda Whitman
Kate Lindaman
Rory Petersen
Neil Mason
Kinnick Olson
Lauren Webinger
Makayla Allen
Austin Seastrand
Brenna Henning
Brendan Williams
Oscar Shelton
Tom McMabhon Sr.
Steven Berger
Sherwood Lahann
Jessica Seastrand
Alice Fitzgerald
Laurie Storjohann
Mason Easterday
Dalton Braet
Alecia Garrett
Heather Whitman
Grant Harkness
Shelbey Koester
Luanne Malmanger
Jamie Knoche
Olevia Olson
Marsha Witte
Jessica Steines
Kelly Olson
Andrea Shelton
Kellen Whitman
Miranda Mayerhofer
Mikaela Crossen
Angela Rickels
Keith Gasper
Hannah Perrone
Diana Samuel
Daniel Braet
Alan Olson
Britney McMahon
Olivia Hoffmann
Kayla Henning
Valerie Olson
Joe Morehead
Jessica Elsner
Joette Thomas
Kaitlynn Tripp

»

March 14: Shelly & Drake Mayerhofer
March 17: Donnie & Janelle Bousselot
March 24: Daryl & Doreen Henning
March 26: Hal & Andrea Shelton

Tom & Judy McMahon

If there are errors or omissions in the birthday or
anniversary list please notify the church office.

Calamus Fun Days
Sponsors Easter EGg Hunt

B

Saturday, March 19~ 100 pm.
Wapsi Oaks Country Club
All youngsters up to 10 years of age
Allwelcome

Goodbye Winter,
Hello Spring!
Spring is coming,
As winter fades away,

With the melting snow.

Warm winds are coming,
Cold winds are leaving.

The air has this taste,
Of fresh spring air.

All traces of winter drowsiness

Gone.

o ay: y

E ot
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E-newsletter:
Story by

Living Lutheran in an election 3,
year Snyder

Alice Walker’s poem “Democratic Womanism” begins with these wonderful lines:

You ask me why I smile

when you tell me you intend

in the coming national e/ectioné

to hold your nose

and vote for the lesser of two evils.
There are more than two evils out there,

is one reason I smile.

On this long, and increasingly strange, road toward Nov. 8 (election day), our Lutheran

tradition has some sound words to offer amid all the white noise, all the chatter.

In a time when many question the role of government in our lives, Martin Luther’s writings offer a vision for the
power of government. In 1523, drawing on a sermon the Duke of Saxony had heard and enjoyed the year before,
Luther set out to write “Temporal Authority: To What Extent It Should be Obeyed.” In this writing he places
governing among the other vocations Christians are called to, similar to marriage or to one’s particular trade. He

wrote:

There must be those who arrest, prosecute, execute, and destroy the wicked, and who protect, acquit, defend and
save the good. Therefore, when they perform their duties, not with the intention of seeking their own ends but only
of helping the law and the governing authority function to coerce the wicked, there is no peril in that; they may use
their office like anybody else would use his trade, as a means of livelihood. For, as has been said, love of neighbor is
not concerned about its own; it considers not how great or humble, but how profitable and needed the works are for

neighbor or community.

I have to admit, it's difficult to see that sense of selflessness in American political life today. It's difficult to see the
goodness of an office when the goodness of those who occupy them is ambiguous at best. Luther would have heard

such a lament with sympathy. He later wrote:

You must know that since the beginning of the world a wise prince is a mighty rare bird, and an upright prince even
rarer. They are generally the biggest fools or the worst scoundrels on earth; therefore one must constantly expect

the worst from them and look for little good ....”




The Lutheran | Living Lutheran in an election year Page 2 of 2

I'm with you, Brother Martin.

But with Luther’s insistence on the legitimate role of government and yet his blunt realism concerning those who

govern, what are we left to do, especially those of us who are called to the vocation of citizen—a calling that

demands we participate?

Perhaps this election year we might turn to another Lutheran: Dietrich Bonhoeffer. In 1932 at a women's retreat,
Bonhoeffer offered an extended reflection on prayer amid difficult political times. We must learn anew to pray “thy

kingdom come,” Bonhoeffer said.

Tucked there in the middle of the Lord’s Prayer, it's easy to miss the radical invitation of that prayer, “thy kingdom

come.” For Bonhoeffer this little line holds the key to a middle way forward between private spirituality and idealistic

misgivings. He wrote:

"Thy kingdom come”—this is not the prayer of the pious soul of the individual who wants to flee the world, noris it
the prayer of the utopian and the fanatic, the stubborn world reformer. Rather, this is the prayer only of the church-
comimunity of children of the Earth, who do not set themselves apart, who have no special proposals for reforming
the world to offer, who are no better than the world, but who persevere together in the midst of the world, in its
depths, in the daily life and subjugation of the world. They persevere because they are in their own curious way, true
to this existence, and they steadfastly fix their gaze on that most unique place in the world where they witness, in
amazement, the overcoming of the curse, the most profound yes of God to the world. Here, in the midst of the

dying, torn, and thirsty world, something becomes evident to those who can believe, believe in the resurrection of

Jesus Christ.
And I'm with you too Brother Dietrich.

In the coming weeks as the news cycle spins even more quickly, as the rhetoric gets louder (and likely more selffish),
may we remember the wisdom of our Lutheran inheritance: government is a vocation—a “place of responsibility” as

Bonhoeffer would say, and a chance to love and serve our neighbors. And may we also embrace our own vocations

as citizens, faithfully praying “thy kingdom.”




FAITH

Ushers:

Yale Christensen
Dick Johnson

Adam Wilhelm
Colette Christensen
Makenna Christensen

Acolytes:
Andrew Grau

Altar Ministry:
Lonny and Diane Sievers

Communion Assistant:
Yale Christensen/Colette Christensen

Greeter:

March 6:  Yale Christensen
March 13: Colette Christensen
March 20: Lois Wessels
March 27:  Lucy Lee-Petersen

Lectors:

March 6:  Yale Christensen
March 13: Colette Christensen
March 20:  Sharyl Banowetz
March 27: Lucy Lee-Petersen

MINISTERS FOR MARCH 2016

OUR SAVIOR’S
Ushers:

Art Bousselot
Mark Olson

Acolyte:
Riley Bruns

Communion Assistant:
Dan Burke

Lector:
March 6; Mark Olson
March 13: Jason Bousselot

March 20: Brian Bousselot
March 27: Marcia Edens

Cleaners:
David Olson

If You Cannot Do Your Assigned Task On That Particular Day, It Is Your Responsibility To Trade With
Someone Or To Find Your Own Substitute And Notify The Church Office Of The Change.

R /\4//

’_\

<\

Easter Sunday

7:00 a.m. — Worship at Faith Church
8:00—9:30 3.m. - Breakfast at Faith Church
8:45—9:00 a.m. ~ Easter Eqq Hunt at Faith Church
9:30 3.m. — Worship at Our Savior’s Church
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Calamus Lutheran Parish
Worship Schedule
i
8:00 A.M. Sunday Worship
Faith Lutheran Church
505 Second Street, town of Calamus
i
9:25 A.M. Sunday School/Adult Class
Our Savior's Lutheran Church
iid
10:30 A.M. Sunday Worship
Our Savior's Lutheran Church
2589 — 190th Avenue, rural Calamus

563.246.2622
563.246.2558
clparish@fbcom.net
www.clparish.org

March 2016




